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the bubble is next to nothing in size it will be next to
impossible to start it. The scientists, however, are not
at all embarrassed by such a reduction to absurdity.
If a law does not go their way they part company with
it without a pang. In this case they simply say the
rule does not apply to infinitesimal bubbles, which is
obviously true.
But you can see for yourself that, even if it is not
impossible, it is very difficult for a bubble to get a start
in life. The bubbles begin on the sides and bottom of
the glass where there is some little irregularity in the
surface to give them a chance. If there is a little
scratch made by careless scouring of the glass you will
find them lined up along that. A glass with a perfectly
smooth, even surface will retain the gas much longer.
Champagne glasses have a deep, hollow stem from
which the bubbles stream up for a long time, so that
the liquor will keep ' alive ' longer. Stir your soda
with a straw and see the bubbles rise.
If you don't want the big trust bubbles to rise to the
top and escape with their accumulations, thicken the
water with some sugar syrup from the other faucet of
the fountain, and then the bubbles will accumulate on
top in a rosy mass of foam and froth, very pretty, but
not good for anything.
But this philosophizing makes one thirsty. Our soda
water is getting stale from standing. All the life is
going into the foam. Blow it off and drink.